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“NO BIG” COFFEE HOUR - January 1st 

We will have “Small” Coffee Hour after worship on January 1st 
 

“BIG” COFFEE HOUR - January 8th 

We’ll have our BIG Coffee Hour January 8th.  If you 
are able, please bring food items to share with others.  

You can drop them off in the  
kitchen when you arrive at church. 

NEW MEMBER CLASSES THIS MONTH 
If you’re looking for a church home and would like to be part of the Asbury family, we will be offering New 

Member Classes after the Sunday services on January 22nd and 29th.  Lunch is provided by our Hospitality 

Team.  We need a count to know how much food to prepare, so please register by calling Claudette DeLong 

at the church office or by emailing Rev. Billy Hester at bghester3@comcast.net.  
 

What a Year! 
As we are about to start a new year, let me take a moment to celebrate this past year.  Besides having our 

wonderful worship services and our many opportunities for study, fellowship, and growth through small 

groups and classes each week, here are some of the other things we experienced at Asbury in 2016: 
 

 New Member Classes filled with people who have blessed our church family and faith community. 

 Mission experiences like helping at Second Harvest, the Love Walk for the Wesley Community Centers, 

fixing houses in the neighborhood, supplying Christmas gifts for those in need, Congregations in Service, 

the Lutheran Refugee Ministry, and the youth mission trip during the summer, among others. 

 Speaking of youth, we celebrate their new growth and vitality this year!  

 During the summer, the children of Asbury had a fabulous week at VBS — Surf Shack!!!  

 Reconciling Ministries continued to work hard for the rights of LGBT people by showing a documentary 

called , “An Act of Love,” by hosting The Exhibit of 100 Stoles, and having a booth at Pride. 

 The Asbury Theatre had a bunch of British tars running around on stage with their fabulous production 

of H.M.S. Pinafore! 

 We hosted the Savannah Voice Festival and other events for the community. 

 We had another fabulous year of Wednesday Night Suppers!  (Thank you, Hospitality Team!) 

 The season of Lent brought us our contemplative Taize Services on Lenten Wednesdays…followed by 

meaningful services during Holy Week. 

 We experienced sadness with the loss of some of our most faithful and beloved church members.  We 

celebrated each of their lives with passion and gusto. 

 We participated in a Tri-Faith Service and hosted an event with Rabbi Mosche Silberchaein from Israel 

who spoke on “Parables from  Jewish Perspective” 

 We had another wonderful Pecan & Honey Harvest...and those incredible God On Broadway Services! 

 This year also brought us “Billy’s Book” (Wow! Moments) and don’t forget about “The Wedding!”  
 We had another great Advent & Christmas season...and we made it through one of the worst storms in 

the history of Savannah!  I’m looking forward to more adventures with you in 2017!    Love, Billy 



 

 

4th  Elizabeth Jackson 

5th  Mary Prokop 

       Adam Schamaun 

       Liam Steffen 

6th  Kelli Horton 

       Angie Jenkins 

8th  Gabe Beauchamp 

10th Neal Saye 

        Ricky Waddell 

11th Carlton Angell 

        Parker Hall 

        Mary Jensen 

        Jeri Sasser 

12th Sally Nicholson  

14th Candace Jenkins 

        Nancy Meyer 

15th Wayne Bland 

        Charles Strain 

16th Robbie Jenkins 

        Stephen Swanger 

        Diane Williamson 

17th Cheri Hester 

        Jean Hester 

        Lawrence Hyde 

18th Candice Parsons 
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19th Kate Strain 

20th Judy Davis 

        Kitty Diefenbach 

        Sanford Jones 

21st Mike Sasser 

22nd Ray Ellis 

23rd Pat Alley 

24th Tom Davis 

        Colin Knox 

        Jennifer Knox 

        Kevin Strong 

        Anne Westbrook 

        Pat Youngquist 

25th John Jensen 

        Dylan Richards 

27th K. T. Aull 

        Kathryn Murph 

29th Koel Strong 

31st Rebecca Dayoub 

         

       

 

 

 

 

 

Having a Birthday? Call the office at 233-4351 
or e-mail us at church@asburymemorial.org.  

HAPPY 

BIRTHDAY! 

 
 

January 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1/3 Bill & Yvonne Levitt 
1/5 Ryan & Pam Boland 
1/6 Tim & Lisa Senters 
1/17 Larry & Jackie Fall 
1/28 Joe & Cherie Drake 

 

A Special Thank You From Virginia 
 

To Billy and all my Asbury family and my 
hospitality team. 

I thank you so for the most beautiful tur-
key flower arrangement I have ever seen.  
Just beautiful is the best I can say.  I’m 
only 4’11” you made me feel 6’ tall and 
also for the card filled with much love.  I 
will surely use it wisely. 

Also, I love my birthday cake.  It is so 
nice.   

Again, I say thank you so much for mak-
ing me feel so “special” 

The word “thank you” is not just words, 
it’s from deep down in my heart. 

May your New Year bring much love, joy 
and peace, plus good heath. 

Again, thank you, thank you, thank you. 

Much Love, 

Virginia 

 

 

Congratulations!

Asbury members Neal Saye and 
Robert Smith were married  

December 9th. 
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Children’s Church Leaders 
 

Grades K—3rd  

Tom & Betsy Davis 

Subs: Ashley Bolfik-Stroud 

Grades 4th—6th 

January 1st: 

Dwight & Mary Ellen Campbell 

January 8th: 

Ruth & Todd Foster 

January 15th: 

Andy Page 

January 22nd: 

Spencer & Carla Luke 

January 29th: 

TBA 

 

 

Nursery Volunteers 

January 1st 

Diane Meseroll & Mary Ann Donahue 
 
 

January 8th 

Linda Aiken & Elizabeth Newkirk 

 

January 15th 

Bonnie Kaar & Christy Crisp 
 

January 22nd 

Elizabeth Newkirk & Phil Devlin 
 

January 29th 

Diane Meseroll & Nancy Cvetan 
 

Nursery services are provided for preschool 
children for the programs and services on 

Sundays and Wednesdays. 

 

We are in need of additional volunteers!  

 If you would like to volunteer in our 

nursery, please call the church office. 

 

Course in Miracles  
Facilitator:  Rev. Marilyn Leigh 

Thursdays 
4:30 to 6 p.m. 

 

 
The Course in Miracles study group is dedicated to the study and practical application of 
A Course in Miracles to our daily lives.  Our group allows the Course to guide us in be-
coming and expressing the Love that is the truth about us. It teaches the true meaning 
of forgiveness and challenges us to put God first in our lives. 
 

A Course in Miracles is an open group; you may join at any time. The only thing that 
you need is the Third edition of A Course in Miracles, which includes the text, workbook, 
teacher’s manual and two pamphlets. It is available from the facilitator, Reverend Mari-
lyn Leigh or may be obtained from Barnes and Noble or as an eBook from Amazon. 
Join us as we journey together to God, the journey with no distance. 
 

We meet on Thursdays at 4:30 P.M. in The Asbury Memorial social hall.  All are wel-
come. Contact Rev. Leigh by email at Revleigh@yahoo.com with any questions 

mailto:Revleigh@yahoo.com


 

 

2017 CHURCH COUNCIL 

 

Church Council Chair ï Wayne Bland 

Vice-Chair ï Mary Ellen Campbell 

 Secretary ï Jennifer Lindsay 

Council On Ministries Chair ï  

Kathy Hodges 

Treasurer ï Mike Skinner  

Lay Leader ï Preston Hodges 

Lay Delegates to Annual Conference ï 
Wayne Bland  

Staff-Parish Relations Chair ï  

Dwight Campbell 

Trusteeôs Chair ï Marty Propst 

Finance Committee Chair ï  

David Griggs 

Stewardship Chair ï Helen Downing 

Hospitality ï Chris Beaver or Lance 
Wilhelm or Sally Jilek 

Congregational Care Ministries ï  

Carol Klein 

Missions & Service Ministries ï  

Margaret Cook Levy 

Technology Committee & Promotional 
Material ï Frank Ramsey 

Eastside Concerned Citizens Rep ï 
Carrie Collins 

Asbury Memorial Theatre ï  

Barbara Gooby 

Epworth Ambassador ï Barry Parker 

Members at Large (through 2017):   

Pat Prokop, Mary Prokop,  

Margaret Clay 

News from the Busy Bees; 
The  Busy Bees are on Christmas Break until January 9th.  We had a lovely 
Christmas Party in the fellowship hall and were able to present Rev. Billy with a check 
for $800.  We are thankful for their fellowship time every Monday and do have a nice 
inventory of dolls.  



 

 

 

January Youth Schedule  
 
 

 

Wednesday, 4th— 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

January Birthday Celebration 

Wednesday, 11th — 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

Youth Group Meeting 

Wednesday, 18th — 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

Youth Group Meeting 

Wednesday, 25th — 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

Youth Group Meeting 

 

 

If you have any questions or need any information about our youth program, 

please contact Laura Angell, Youth Director, by email: lauraangell64@gmail.com 

 

Asbury Memorial Theatre Company announces 

auditions for Steel  Magnolias, Monday and Tues-

day, January 9 and 10, 2017 from 6:30pm-8:30pm 

at Asbury Memorial UMC. Parts are available for 

six strong, passionate female actors who can play 

types from about 20 to mid-60s. Actors are 

asked to bring a current headshot, resume, and 

to be prepared to perform cold readings from 

the script. (You only need to attend one night of 

auditions.) Call backs to be held on Thursday, 

January 12th, if needed.  

 

Save the Date! Asbury Memorial Theatre Company's 2017 spring production, Robert Harling's 

"Steel Magnolias" will be presented March 3, 4, 10, & 11 at 7:30pm and March 5 & 12 at 3pm. 

Tickets will go on sale at the end of January.  



 

 

A Winter Concert:  
Classical, Broadway, Musical Theatre & Jazz  

 
Monday, January 16, 2017  

7:00 -8:30 PM  
Asbury Memorial United Methodist Church  

1008 East Henry Street, Savannah, GA 31401  
 
 

This second annual concert  will feature well -known pianists Sanford Jones 
and Marvin Keenze, violinist Effie Mydell, and soprano Faith Boles. Sanford 
and Marvin performed together during their student days at Westminster 
Choir College; Effie and Faith grew up in Asbury ð Effie spent her conservato-
ry years in London and is now residing and teaching in Savannah, and Faith  
studied at Shenandoah Conservatory and is now performing at Disney World 
in Orlando.  The program includes the classical works of American and Euro-
pean composers and lyricists, including Chopin, Debussy, DvoŠ§k, Jones, 
Rachmaninoff and Fauré. Broadway selections include works from Porgy and 
Bess , Cabaret , Ainõt Misbehavinõ and Showboat.  Admission is by donation 
and proceeds will benefit the Asbury music programs. Seating is on a first -
come, first -served basis. Early arrival is highly recommended. Light refresh-
ments will be served following the program. For further inquiries, please call 
912 -231 -0243. Come and enjoy!  

 



 

 

Study Groups & Fellowship Groups 
 

 

The Monday Seekers of Wisdom Group  
Living The Questions: Violence Divine,  

Overcoming the Bibleõs Betrayal of Its Non-Violent God  

DVD with John Dominic Crossan 
One of the worldôs foremost historical Jesus scholars helps the church and its      

alumni/ae rise above the greatest of Christian treasons: that everlasting peace can 
only be achieved through the onslaught of divine violence.  

The study will resume January 2nd 

Mondays at 1:00 p.m. for lunch, 1:30 for study. 

Facilitator ~ Pam Parker Kress  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Open Invitation to Come to the Newly Created Women’s Group 
“Widening Circles” 

 

If part of your New Yearôs resolution is to make deeper, more meaningful relationships, 
Come to experience this loving, supportive and deep group. 
Your presence is eagerly and delightfully anticipated! 

 
 

The newly created Womenôs Group, ñWidening Circles,ò is open to all women. Come to listen, 
share and meet other women of Asbury. Our conversations begin around anything the leader       
selects, such as a quote, topic, Ted Talk, Activity, etc., that will bring us into a great time of sharing 
our lives and faith journey deeply with each other.  
 
Day/Time: Thursdays from 7-8:30 pm (same time as the Menôs Group for safety concerns: 
Where: We gather in the social hall 
Leadership: Shared, but not required of every participant 
 
01/05(17:   Margaret Clay—Sound of Music & Following Our Own Hills and Valleys to their 
Blessings. 
 

Questions?  
Contact Susan Bolinger 

218-213-2127 

wonderwoman@ampttassociates.com 



 

Study Groups & Fellowship Groups 
Asbury offers a wide variety of study and fellowship groups. 

 

Reconciling Ministries Network  
              Facilitator:  Lance Wilhelm 

 
 Reconciling Ministries will meet Sunday, January 8th at 1:15 pm in the 
sanctuary. 
ñFollow their news on Facebook @  Asbury Memorial Reconciling! 
In Christian service, 
Lance 

 

Busy Bees 
The Busy Bees have several clown dolls available for purchase for $30.00.  

Please join them on Monday Mornings starting January 9, 2017 from 10 am 

to noon for sewing and fellowship. 

 

 

òOur Timeó 

A Fellowship Group for Parents with Young Children 
Our Time is meets the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month on the 2nd floor in the Youth Room at 

10:00 am. We are currently reading Anne Lamott's book Help, Thanks, Wow: the Three Essentials 

of Prayer. All parents of young children are welcome. Nursery is available for childcare. For more 
information, contact Ruthie Deffley at 912-312-0079 or Nick Deffley at 912-312-3555. Come con-

nect with other Asbury parents! 
 

 
 
 

Asbury Menõs Group Thursday Nights 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Asbury has a study, sharing & support group for men and meets  every Thursday evening 
from  7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. All men are welcome. The group gathers on the 2nd floor of the  

Education Building.   
 

For more information, email Dwight Campbell at dcampbell58@gmail.com,                            
Bill Jahn at viajahn@gmail.com or Wayne Bland at wbland11541@comcast.net. 
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W H E N  S H A D O W S  F A L L 

 

 

Z We extend our love and sympathy to Kelly 
Limehouse & Kim Patrick Limehouse in the 
death of Kellyôs daughter, Katheryn Burkett.  

 

Z We extend our love and sympathy to Sheldon 
Pinckneyôs family and friends in his death. 
Sheldon was a performer at Asburyôs Theatre 
& the Savannah Theatre.   

 

Z We extend our love and sympathy to Joan 
Byrd & Bette Hunter in the death of their close 
friend, the Rev. Ann Breckenridge Hayman. 

 

 

 

M EM O RI A LS  
 
 

A Gift has been given to the  
Flower Fund in memory of  

Robert Cooper by 
Linda JW Cooper 

 
A Gift has  been given to the  
Trustees Fund in memory of  

Robert Cooper by: 
David Grice & John Naylor 

Suzie Williams 
Janet Wagner 
Montie Acuff 

 
 

A Gift has been given to the  
Trustees Fund in memory of  

Chris Wilburn by 
Angelle & Chuck Reichert 

 
 
 
 

H O NO RA RI U M S  
 

A Gift has been given to the Trustees Fund 
in honor of Mrs. Harold Boekenheide by 

Jan Boekenheide 
 
 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Asburians 

 
 

Pat Andres, Laura Angell, Janet Arango, 

Wayne Bland, Jean Butcher, Thurman Butcher, 

Joan Hester Byrd, Bill Coleman, Dina Consenti-

no, Betty Cooper, Vicki Cronk, Gretchen Dodd, 

Bob Francischetti, Steve Gagn®, May Johnson, 

Judith Kessler, Cookie Leadbetter, Joan Lee, 

Monica Lekuch, Molly Mayne, Brenda Mills, 

Rev. Grady Mills, Frances Monson, John 

Naylor, Linda Ostrow, Marie Parker, Barbara 

Plank, Mina Smith, Brenda Spencer, Cabell 

Stewart, Jean Stewart, Tiia Strong, Carolyn 

Stuber, Diane Williamson 

 

 
Family Members & Friends 

 
 
 
 

Ronnie Bailey, Leonie Barelli, John Ashley 

Beam, Steve Beauvais, Adam Conner, Maitlin 

Grace Crowley, Martha Hicks Ellzey, Doug  

Ellis, Bob Fennell, Cathy Girardeau, Chuck 

Gorski, Leslie Gross, Catherine Guiton,   Greg-

ory Hunter, Archie Iodice, Ed Jilek, Earl Kehl, 

Mark Kelso, Sherry Kennedy, Ray McDevitt, 

Calvin McGahee, Alicia Mikell, Middleton Miller, 

Judy Mullins, Pat Munoz, Martha Murph, Betty 

Nease, Amy Reynolds, Gwen Rush, Rev. Mary 

Ann Traver, Mrs. Wilson 



 

 

2016 Budget Offering 
 

 

December 4th—$13,876.00 

December 11th—$17,096.00 

December 18th—$10,840.65 

December 25th—TBA 
 

 

 

 

2016 Weekly Budget Need  

$10,778.85 

 

2016 YTD Budget Need   

$538,942.50 
 

2016 YTD Received  

$517,747.13 
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Chair Name Plate 

As we worship on Sundays, how meaningful it 
is to see the name of a loved one etched into a 
nameplate on one of our beautiful sanctuary 
chairs.  If you would like to remember or honor 
a loved one in a special way, complete an 
order form and turn it into the church office.  
Forms are available in the church narthex and 
the office.  Please turn in a completed form to 
the office.  The cost is $250.00.  The funds are 
used for the upkeep and maintenance of the 
sanctuary. 

(Two examples of nameplates for the chairs.) 

Elizabeth Lariscy 

A Southern Lady 

By R. Ward Lari-

In Loving Memory 

of 

Dix Elliott 

Mission Moments January 2017 

 
Many thanks for all the gifts purchased for our 
needy neighbors and the families from Wesley 
Community Center. They make such a difference 
to peoples lives. 
 
Winter coats are needed for Safe Shelter and the 
Lutheran Refugee Services. Please leave any do-
nations on the stage. 
 
Furniture needed. If you have any furniture youôd 
be willing to part with please contact Margaret 
Cook Levy at 912-598-0558 or 
margcook@earthlink.net. Four refugee families 
arrived in late December. 
 
Souper Bowl will be our next even held on Super 
Bowl Sunday. While we are eating and drinking 
we need to remember those not as fortunate.  
Donations will go to feed the homeless. 
 
Happy New Year! 
Mission Board 

 

 

 

 

EDA Savannah  
 

Struggling with an eating disorder or know 
somebody who might be battling anorexia or 

bulimia? 
 

There is help! Asbury has a support group for 
individuals who struggle with anorexia, bulimia 

and/or binge eating disorder. 
 
Eating Disorders Anonymous meets on Monday 
nights from 7:30-8:30 in the choir room. It's an 
open group and everyone is welcome.  People 
with eating disorders and friends and family 
members of people with eating disorders are 
welcome to attend the meetings. It is a confi-
dential group and everything shared in the 
group remains in the group. However, this is not 
a diet group for people looking to lose weight.  
 

Questions, please contact Ruthie Deffley at 912-
312-0079 or rdurandeffley@gmail.com 
 
There is hope ñ YOU CAN RECOVER! But no one 

can recover alone. 

mailto:rdurandeffley@gmail.com
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Special Funds 

One way to honor or to remember a loved one is with a memorial or an honorarium to some of our dif-

ferent funds such as the Trustee Fund, General Fund, Piano/Organ Fund, the Hester-Children Education 

Fund or one of our Mission Funds.   

Newsletter Information 

If you have an announcement for “The Asbury Update,” please send it to the church office in writing by the 15th of 

each month. Contact Claudette DeLong, Office Manager at 233-4351 or email to church@asburymemorial.org 

Office hours are 9 AM to 4 PM, Monday thru Friday. 

Flowers in the Sanctuary 

Supplying the flower arrangements for the worship service is a wonderful way to commemorate a date 

that is important to you or a loved one.  Please check the 2017 Flower Chart in the narthex and sign up.  

The cost is $60.  For more information call the church office at 233-4351. 

Asbury Memorial 

United Methodist Church 

1008 East Henry Street 

Savannah, GA  31401-7128  

INT.ID 206896  

Office 233-4351  Fax 233 -5026  

www.asburymemorial.org 

 

Return Service Requested 

Mission Statement:  

Asbury Memorial is a place where all people can develop their spirituality, use their 
talents, and grow in faith as we seek to love, serve, and celebrate God, each other, and 
our community. 


