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What aYear!

As we are about to start a new year, let me take a moment to celebrate this past year. Besides having our
wonderful worship services and our many opportunities for study, fellowship, and growth through small
groups and classes each week, here are some of the other things we experienced at Asbury in 2016:

+ New Member Classes filled with people who have blessed our church family and faith community.

+ Mission experiences like helping at Second Harvest, the Love Walk for the Wesley Community Centers,
fixing houses in the neighborhood, supplying Christmas gifts for those in need, Congregations in Service,
the Lutheran Refugee Ministry, and the youth mission trip during the summer, among others.

+ Speaking of youth, we celebrate their new growth and vitality this year!

During the summer, the children of Asbury had a fabulous week at VBS — Surf Shack!!!
Reconciling Ministries continued to work hard for the rights of LGBT people by showing a documentary
called, “An Act of Love,” by hosting The Exhibit of 100 Stoles, and having a booth at Pride.

¢ The Asbury Theatre had a bunch of British tars running around on stage with their fabulous production
of H.M.S. Pinafore!

+ We hosted the Savannah Voice Festival and other events for the community.

We had another fabulous year of Wednesday Night Suppers! (Thank you, Hospitality Team!)
The season of Lent brought us our contemplative Taize Services on Lenten Wednesdays...followed by
meaningful services during Holy Week.

+ We experienced sadness with the loss of some of our most faithful and beloved church members. We
celebrated each of their lives with passion and gusto.

+ We participated in a Tri-Faith Service and hosted an event with Rabbi Mosche Silberchaein from Israel
who spoke on “Parables from Jewish Perspective”

+ We had another wonderful Pecan & Honey Harvest...and those incredible God On Broadway Services!

¢ This year also brought us “Billy’s Book” (Wow! Moments) and don’t forget about “The Wedding!”

+ We had another great Advent & Christmas season...and we made it through one of the worst storms in
the history of Savannah! I’'m looking forward to more adventures with you in 2017! Love, Billy

NEW MEMBER CLASSES THIS MONTH

If you’re looking for a church home and would like to be part of the Asbury family, we will be offering New
Member Classes after the Sunday services on January 22nd and 29th. Lunch is provided by our Hospitality
Team. We need a count to know how much food to prepare, so please register by calling Claudette DeLong
at the church office or by emailing Rev. Billy Hester at bghester3@comcast.net.

“NO BIG” COFFEE HOUR - January 1st 1008 East Henry Street
We will have “Small” Coffee Hour after worship on January 1st Savannah, GA 31401
“BIG” COFFEE HOUR - January 8th www.asburymemorial.org
We’ll have our BIG Coffee Hour January 8th. If you 912-233-4351
..... are able, please bring food items to share with others. 912-233-5026 fax

You can drop them off in the
kitchen when you arrive at church.
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HAPPY
BIRTHDAY!

Having a Birthday? Call the office at 233-4351
or e-mail us at church@asburymemorial.org.

January

4th Elizabeth Jackson
5th Mary Prokop
Adam Schamaun
Liam Steffen
6th Kelli Horton
Angie Jenkins
8th Gabe Beauchamp
10th Neal Saye
Ricky Waddell
11th Cariton Angell
Parker Hall
Mary Jensen
Jeri Sasser
12th Sally Nicholson
14th Candace Jenkins
Nancy Meyer
15th Wayne Bland
Charles Strain
16th Robbie Jenkins
Stephen Swanger
Diane Williamson
17th Cheri Hester
Jean Hester
Lawrence Hyde
18th Candice Parsons

19th Kate Strain
20th Judy Davis
Kitty Diefenbach
Sanford Jones
21st Mike Sasser
22nd Ray Ellis
23rd Pat Alley
24th Tom Davis
Colin Knox
Jennifer Knox
Kevin Strong
Anne Westbrook
Pat Youngquist
25th John Jensen
Dylan Richards
27th K. T. Aull
Kathryn Murph
29th Koel Strong
31st Rebecca Dayoub
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1/3 Bill & Yvonne Levitt
1/5 Ryan & Pam Boland
1/6 Tim & Lisa Senters
1/17 Larry & Jackie Fall
1/28 Joe & Cherie Drake

A Special Thank You From Virginia

To Billy and all my Asbury family and my
hospitality team.

I thank you so for the most beautiful tur-
key flower arrangement I have ever seen.
Just beautiful is the best I can say. I'm
only 4'11” you made me feel 6’ tall and
also for the card filled with much love. I
will surely use it wisely.

Also, I love my birthday cake. Itis so
nice.

Again, I say thank you so much for mak-
ing me feel so “special”

The word “thank you” is not just words,
it's from deep down in my heart.

May your New Year bring much love, joy
and peace, plus good heath.

Again, thank you, thank you, thank you.
Much Love,
Virginia

Congratulations!
Asbury members Neal Saye and

Robert Smith were married
December 9th.
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Course in Miracles S -
Facilitator: Rev. Marilyn Leigh -
Thursdays =
4:30 to 6 p.m. Z i ¥ .

The Course in Miracles study group is dedicated to the study and practical application of
A Course in Miracles to our daily lives. Our group allows the Course to guide us in be-
coming and expressing the Love that is the truth about us. It teaches the true meaning
of forgiveness and challenges us to put God first in our lives.

A Course in Miracles is an open group; you may join at any time. The only thing that
you need is the Third edition of A Course in Miracles, which includes the text, workbook,
teacher’'s manual and two pamphlets. It is available from the facilitator, Reverend Mari-
lyn Leigh or may be obtained from Barnes and Noble or as an eBook from Amazon.

Join us as we journey together to God, the journey with no distance.

We meet on Thursdays at 4:30 P.M. in The Asbury Memorial social hall. All are wel-
come. Contact Rev. Leigh by email at Revleigh@yahoo.com with any questions

Nursery Volunteers

Children’s Church Leaders

January 1st

Grades K-3rd Diane Meseroll & Mary Ann Donahue
Tom & Betsy Davis January 8th
Subs: Ashley Bolfik-Stroud Linda Aiken & Elizabeth Newkirk

Grades 4th—6th January 15th

Bonnie Kaar & Christy Crisp

January 1st:

Dwight & Mary Ellen Campbell January 22nd
Elizabeth Newkirk & Phil Devlin

January 8th:

Ruth & Todd Foster January 29th

Diane Meseroll & Nancy Cvetan
January 15th:

Andy Page Nursery services are provided for preschool
children for the programs and services on

January 22nd: Sundays and Wednesdays.

Spencer & Carla Luke

January 29th: We are in need of additional volunteers!
TBA If you would like to volunteer in our
nursery, please call the church office.
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New Year, New You

Determine What you want
and Why you want it.
Once you understand
what'’s in 5 YOU
can utilize your Passions
achieve anything.
~Brooke Griffin
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Please join us on January 1, 2017 for
a beautiful, heart-felt letter writing in the
Social Hall immediately following the Bowl
Burning Ceremony in the courtyard at
ipm.

Affirmation letters are written to
your future self about goals and
expectations for the coming year. When
you write to yourself you don’t have to
worry about other people’s judgment -
you just listen to your own thoughts and
allow them to flow into your own vision.

We will explore 7 key areas of life:

2017 CHURCH COUNCIL

Church CouwWayhe CBlaa
Vi €haiMary EI |l en Ca
Secreéedamiyi fer Lin
Council On Ministr
Kat hy Hodges
Trea$Mirlee Skinner
Lay LieRardeesrt on Hodg

Lay Delegates to An
Wayne Bl and

St &fafr i sh Reliati on

Dwi ght Campbell

Truét eCéillarty Pr op:s

Finance Conimittee
David Griggs

St ewar dsihHegd eGh abDorwn i
Hos piitCahlriitsy Beaver

Wil helm or Sally
Congregationai Car
Car ol Kl ein
Mi ssions & Service

Mar gar et Cook Le

Technol ogy Committe

Faith, Family, Friends, Field, Finances, Mat eirFiralnk Ramsey
Fitness and Fun. Eastside Conceirned
The Burning Bowl is a release of old Carrie Collins
hurts and issues from your past that has no Asbury Memoirial T
positive influence in your life. Make peace Barbara Gooby
withitin2017andglveitovertoGod. Epwort h A'ﬁﬂjarsrs}a dPar
Members at Large (1
2 Pat Prokop, Mar y
Please bring a stamped envelope with you so Margaret Clay
you can receive your letter at the end of the
year.
News from the Busy Bees;
The Busy Bees are on Christmas Break wunt
Christmas Party in the fellowship hall an
for $800. We are thankful for their fell
i nventory of doll s.



January Youth Schedule

Wednesday, 4th— 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

January Birthday Celebration
Wednesday, 11th — 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

Youth Group Meeting
Wednesday, 18th — 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

Youth Group Meeting
Wednesday, 25th — 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

Youth Group Meeting

IT you have any questions or need any information about our youth program,
please contact Laura Angell, Youth Director, by email: lauraangell64@gmail.com

= , Asbury Memorial Theatre Company announces
QT I’—T ___ auditions for Steel Magnolias, Monday and Tues-
i A Ay Ry . day,January 9 and 10, 2017 from 6:30pm-8:30pm
Y ‘:‘/U( 1gno(’,i (iama . at Asbury Memorial UMC. Parts are available for
| A PLAY BY ROBERT HARLING six strong, passionate female actors who can play
Directed by Garrrel Hearn ' types from about 20 to mid-60s.Actors are
asked to bring a current headshot, resume, and
to be prepared to perform cold readings from
the script. (You only need to attend one night of
auditions.) Call backs to be held on Thursday,
January 12th, if needed.

Save the Date! Asbury Memorial Theatre Company's 2017 spring production, Robert Harling's
"Steel Magnolias” will be presented March 3,4, 10, & 11 at 7:30pm and March 5 & 12 at 3pm.
Tickets will go on sale at the end of January.




A Winter Concert:

Classical, Broadway, Musical Theatre & Jazz

Monday, January 16, 2017
7:00 -8:30 PM
Asbury Memorial United Methodist Church
1008 East Henry Street, Savannah, GA 31401

This second annual concert  will feature well -known pianists Sanford Jones

and Marvin Keenze, violinist Effie Mydell, and soprano Faith Boles. Sanford

and Marvin performed together during their student days at Westminster

Choir College; Effie and Faith grew up in Asbury d Effie spent her conservato-
ry years in London and is now residing and teaching in Savannah, and Faith

studied at Shenandoah Conservatory and is now performing at Disney World

in Orlando. The program includes the classical works of American and Euro-
pean composers and |lyricists, including C
Rachmaninoff and Fauré. Broadway selections include works from Porgy and
Bess, Cabaret, Ai ndt Mi samnck Shawboanh &dmission is by donation

and proceeds will benefit the Asbury music programs. Seating is on a first -
come, first -served basis. Early arrival is highly recommended. Light refresh-

ments will be served following the program. For further inquiries, please call

912 -231-0243. Come and enjoy!




Study Groups & Fellowship Groups

The Monday Seekers of Wisdom Group
Living The Questions: Violence Divine,

Overcoming the Bi bl edos -\itoeettGay al

DVD with John Dominic Crossan

One of t&h ef owoeenrhodst hi storical Jesus s|chc
alumni/ ae rise above the greatest of Chr |
only be achieved through the ons| au

The study wil/l resume Januajlry
Mondays at 1:00 p.m. for lunch, 1:30 for study.
Facilitator ~ Pam Parker Kress

An Open Invitation to Come to the Newly Created Women'’s Group
“Widening Circles”

I f part of & omuwes dNewt iYemri s to make deeper,

Come to experience this |l oving, supplort

Your presence is eagerly and delightf
The newly cr &aiGe dNidéningeCircles,06i s open to all women.
share and meet other women of Asbury. Our <conjver
select s, such as a quote, topic, Ted Tal k, Acftiwv
our | ives and faith journey deeply with each [oth
Day/ Ti mBur sday8: B8B0omm7 ( same i g cap thhe Mard efly
Where: We gather in the soci al hall
Leader Shaped but not required of every partijcip

01/05(17: Margaret Clay—S o und o f & Réllosving Our Own Hills and Valleys to their
Blessings.

Questions?
Contact Susan Bolinger
218-213-2127
wonderwoman@ampttassociates.com




Study Groups & Fellowship Groups

Asbury offers a wide variety of study and fellowship groups.

Reconciling Ministries Network
Facilitator: Lance Wilhelm

Reconciling Ministries will meethnh a
sanctuary. ‘

fFollow their news on Facebook @ Asbury Memorial Reconciling!
|l n Christian service,
Lance

RECOMCUING NINKSTRIFS NFTAEK

e the Joy o Busy Bees
il A G°d The Busy Bees have several clown dolls available for purchase for $30.00.
Qg«, o w& / Please join them on Monday Mornings starting January 9, 2017 from 10 am
Expregged c,eauvd9 to noon for sewing and fellowship.

oOur Ti mebo
A Fellowship Group for Parents with Young Ch

Our Time is meets the 1st and 3rd Sundays of
10: 00 am. We are currently reading Anne Lamot
of Prayer. All parents of young children are

i nformation, cont act31Rul0t7hi eo rD eNi fcl ke-gDledf 5f 5| Sely2 Caot m
nect with other Asbury parents!

Asbury Mends Group Thuy

M EN S G ROUP
Asbury has a study, sharing & support group for men and meets every Thursday evening

from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. All men are welcome. The group gathers on the 2nd floor of the
Education Building.

For more information, email Dwight Campbell at dcampbell58@gmail.com,
Bill Jahn at viajahn@gmail.com or Wayne Bland at wbland11541@comcast.net.
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2017 SPRING PRODUCTION

A PLAY BY ROBERT HARLING
Directed by Carmel Hearn

7:30 pm on Fridays and Saturdays
March 3rd, 4th, 10th, & 11th

3:00 pm on Sundays
March 5th & 12th

, 1008 East Henry Street, Savannah, Georgia
¥  (at the commer of Henry and Waters Avenue)
www.asburymemorial.org/theatre | 912.233.3595
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WHEN SHADOWS FALL

Z We extend our love and sympathy to Kell
Limehouse & Kim Patrick Limehouse in the
death of Kelly& daughter, Katheryn Burkett.

Z We extend our love and symé)athg to Sheldon
Pinckney& family and friends in his death.
Sheldon was a performer at Asbury& Theatre
& the Savannah Theatre.

Z We extend our love and sympathy to Joan
Byrd & Bette Hunter in the death of their close
friend, the Rev. Ann Breckenridge Hayman.

MEMORIALS

A Gift has been given to the
Flower Fund in memory of
Robert Cooper by
Linda JW Cooper

A Gift has been given to the
Trustees Fund in memory of
Robert Cooper by:
David Grice & John Naylor
Suzie Williams
Janet Wagner
Montie Acuff

A Gift has been given to the
Trustees Fund in memory of
Chris Wilburn by
Angelle & Chuck Reichert

HONORARIUMS

A Gift has been given to the Trustees Fund
in honor of Mrs. Harold Boekenheide by
Jan Boekenheide

PRAYER REQUESTS

Asburians
Pat Andr es, Laur a A n
Wayne Bl and, Jean But ¢
Joan Hester Byrd, Bi |l I
no, Betty Cooper, Vic
Bob Francischetti, St g
Judith Kessl er, Cooki
Moni ca Lekuch, Mol |y
Rev. Grady Mi | | s, Fr
Nayl or , Linda Ostrow,
Pl ank, Mi na Smith, B 1
Stewart, Jean Stewart
Stuber, Diane Will i amg

Family Members & Friends

Ronni e Bail ey, Leoni €
Beam, Steve Beauvai s,
Grace Crowl ey, Mart ha
EIlIl i s, Bob Fennel |,

Gor ski, Leslie Gross,
ory Hunter, Archie lodice, Ed Jilek, Earl Kehl,
Mar k Kel so, Sherry K ¢
Cal vin McGahee, Al i ci @
Judy Mullins, Pat Mu n
Nease, Amy Reynol ds, (
Ann Traver, Mr s. Wil sd

B
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Flowers in the Sanctuary

Supplying the flower arrangements for the worship service is a wonderful way to commemorate a date
that is important to you or a loved one. Please check the 2017 Flower Chart in the narthex and sign up.
The cost is $60. For more information call the church office at 233-4351.

Special Funds

One way to honor or to remember a loved one is with a memorial or an honorarium to some of our dif-
ferent funds such as the Trustee Fund, General Fund, Piano/Organ Fund, the Hester-Children Education

Fund or one of our Mission Funds.

Newsletter Information

If you have an announcement for “The Asbury Update,” please send it to the church office in writing by the |5th of
each month. Contact Claudette DelLong, Office Manager at 233-4351 or email to church@asburymemorial.org
Office hours are 9 AM to 4 PM, Monday thru Friday.

Mission Statement:

Asbury Memorial is a place where all people can develop their spirituality, use their
talents, and grow in faith as we seek to love, serve, and celebrate God, each other, and

our community.




